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Gov.-elect Phil Murphy in his Trenton office last week makes clear he wants to reshape New Jersey into a more progressive state. The 
Democrat will be sworn in on Tuesday, replacing Republican Gov. Chris Christie. Patti Sapone, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 


Murphy vows to push N.J. to left, grow economy 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


Yov’re not in Chris Christie-land any- 
more, New Jersey. 

Welcome to the Phil Murphy era, where 
Donald Trump is not a friend, marijuana 
is on the road to legalization, millionaires 
should watch out for tax increases — and 
California is a state to admire. 

Oh, and don’t expect the new governor to 
grab headlines by calling someone “numb- 
nuts.” 

In an interview with NJ Advance Media, 
Murphy’s strongest response came when he 
was asked to describe Trump, enemy No. 1 
for liberals. 

“Not my cup of tea,” he said. 

Murphy, who on Tuesday will succeed 
Republican Christie and become Jersey’s 
56th governor, makes no bones about it: He 
wants to reshape New Jersey in a progressive 
mold. 

“Listen, I’m a proud Democrat,” the 
60-year-old former U.S. ambassador to Ger- 
many and Wall Street executive said in his 
transition office in Trenton. “My heroes are 
the Kennedy brothers and Martin Luther 
King. And I don’t apologize for that and 
never will.” 

“Tm proudly progressive,” Murphy added, 
“but we’re gonna grow this economy.” 
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The Massachusetts native turned Mid- 
dletown resident — who is taking over for a 
governor with the lowest approval ratings in 
state history — said he believes that under 
his watch, New Jersey will be “America’s No. 
1 turnaround story.” 

“I believe that with all my heart,” Mur- 
phy said. “Whether it’s turning the economy 
around, whether it’s getting back to standing 
for the right things.” 

Less than a week from taking over a state 
with 9 million residents and a $35 billion 
state budget despite boasting no previous 
elected experience, Murphy was in a buoy- 
ant mood Thursday. 

He walked around his office overlooking 
downtown Trenton in a dark suit and what 
have become his trademark Allbirds sneak- 
ers. The multimillionaire notes that they’re 
$95 but come with free shipping — and 
they’re “comfortable as heck.” 

He often wears them at public events. Just 
don’t expect to see them as he takes the oath 
of office at the War Memorial theater in Tren- 
ton. 

“I don’t want people to think I’m being 
flippant,” Murphy said of why he doesn’t 
wear them at more “solemn” affairs. 

He said he’s been carrying the oath in his 
bag and has been working on his speech. 
SEE MURPHY, A4 
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False alert 
of missile 
attack gets 
jitters up 


Hawaii panics as warning 
is sent to residents in error 


Audrey Mcavoy and Jennifer Kelleher 
Associated Press 


A push alert that warned of a ballis- 
tic missile heading straight for Hawaii 
and sent residents into a full-blown panic 
on Saturday was issued by mistake, state 
emergency officials said. 

The emergency alert, which was sent 
to cellphones just before 8:10 a.m., said in 
all caps: “BALLISTIC MISSILE THREAT 
INBOUND TO HAWAII. SEEK IMMEDIATE 
SHELTER. THIS IS NOT A DRILL.” 

The Hawaii Emergency Management 
Agency tweeted that there was a threat 
about 10 minutes later. But a revised push 
alert stating there was no threat went out 
about 40 minute later, according to reports. 

Agency spokesman Richard Repoza con- 
firmed it was a false alarm and the agency 
is trying to determine what happened. 
Hawaii U.S. Sen. Brian Schatz said the alert 
was caused by human error and was not the 
result of hackers or a foreign government. 

The incident prompted defense agen- 
cies, including the Pentagon and the U.S. 
Pacific Command, to issue the same state- 
ment, that they had “detected no ballistic 
missile threat to Hawaii.” 

Michael Kucharek, spokesman for the 
North American Aerospace Defense Com- 
mand in Colorado Springs, Colorado, said 
NORAD and the U.S. Northern Command 
are still trying to verify what happened in 
Hawaii — but that “NORAD did not see 
anything that indicated any sort of threat 
to Hawaii.” 

SEE HAWAII, A10 
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Savings are electric 


Gov.-elect Phil Murphy 
As a result of the big tax overhaul for 
corporations, utility regulators expect 
a financial boon for consumers. A8 


As his days in office wind down, Christie doles out 26 clemency orders 


Craig McCarthy For The Star-Ledger 


Brandon Fregm was sitting with his family in Brogue, 
Pennsylvania, on Friday night when the 30-year-old got 
the phone call he said will allow him to go back to work and 
move on with his life. 

The 8 p.m. call was from an attorney who told him Gov. 
Chris Christie had issued a pardon that ends his two-year 
legal battle in the New Jersey court system over a weapons 
conviction. 

“It was a big life-changer,” Fregm said in a phone inter- 
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view Saturday. “Everyone was super excited.” 

The Pennsylvania man was one of 26 people granted 
clemency days before the governor leaves office. Christie 
made the last-ditch declaration after 9 p.m. Friday, but did 
not explain his reasoning behind any of the pardons. 

“In keeping with the administration’s policies of creating 
second chances for deserving individuals, Governor Chris 
Christie today issued 26 orders for clemency including one 
order for a commutation of sentence,” the pardon message 
read. 

The commutation was given to Lisa Pyatt, an Ocean 


County woman convicted in 1993 of murdering her husband. 
Pyatt’s attorney argued she had been a victim of domestic 
abuse, according to news accounts from the time. 

Among those granted clemency was at least one Christie 
campaign donor. 

The crimes for which people were pardoned ranged from 
drug dealing and harassment, to weapons possession, rob- 
bery, arson and receiving stolen property. 

Fregm was arrested on March 9, 2015, while driving 
through New Jersey with a loaded handgun on the back seat 
SEE PARDONS, A10 
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